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action demands. In treasure Island Trelawney must be unable to keep a secret, otherwise the pirates would never know he was sailing to find the treasure. Silver, in the same way, must be a diplomatist, otherwise the crew would not reach the island without being suspected; and the pirates must conveniently quarrel, or the few faithful hands would never win in the end. Had Silver and his followers killed all the loyal ship's company, secured the treasure, sailed away, been captured, taken to England and executed, Treasure Island would not have been a novel of action, but something else, probably of far greater value.
This novel which describes exceptional happenings in such a way as to please is probably the largest numerically of all classes of fiction. That class includes not only Treasure Island, but Ivanhoe and The Cloister and the Hearth, and on the other side a host of narratives of diminishing merit, ending in the popular tale of adventure or crime. All these stories imply by their nature a deviation from normal civilised life. Ivanhoe takes advantage of a civil insurrection, of a time when the normal forms of life were abrogated, of a historical